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“In learning, the teacher or lecturer has always been the
authority in the classroom. With the worldwide web, the
distinguishing features of authority disappear and are taken on
by those who use language persuasively. “
~Neil Hendrickson, The Times, January 30, 2000
(Retrieved from http://marylaine.com/exlibris/cool.html, accessed on
10.31.11)

Recently added to our

collection…
Two reports out of the United States
Government Accountability Office (GAO) on
combating terrorism have been added to
our Reports Collection. They are:
•

U.S. Government Should Improve
Its Reporting on Terrorist Safe
Havens (REPORT 690)

•

Additional Steps Needed to Enhance
Foreign Partners’ Capacity to
Prevent Terrorist Travel (REPORT
691)

Each one looks at why the GAO conducted
these studies, what they found in doing so,
and what they recommend be done.

Please feel free to come by and sign one or
both out!
We have also added some new books to the
collection that I hope you will find useful to
consult. The newest titles are:
•

Broken Bodies/Shattered Minds: a
Medical Odyssey from Vietnam to
Afghanistan—Glasser (355.3 GLA)

•

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders: DSM-IV, 4th
edition, text revision—American
Psychiatric Association (REF
616.89 DIA)

------------------------------------------------------------

In the Homeland Security
World…
10 years after 9/11: Terrorism in rural
communities and remote areas*

Police always look for guns and drugs, but
do we know the myriad other things which
might be right under our noses and could be
used to injure huge numbers of people?
by Pat Novesky

seemingly-minor problems. If we have our
eyes open, and know what we are looking
at we might be able to prevent a major
tragedy from happening someplace else,
that's our job.

We are closing in on the 10-year
anniversary of the largest terrorist attack
in United States history — an event that
affected all of us. Obviously our major
cities have done far more training and
discussion for the "what if / when if"
situations that can be created by our
foreign and domestic terrorists. This article
is mostly for the small town law
enforcement agencies out there — what
have we been doing differently? What steps
have you or your agency taken to increase
our vigilance when it comes to taking down
the foreign and domestic terrorists that are
working right now to create another
terrorist attack? Hopefully you have a long
list of things that are being done differently
or more diligently.

Look for the Warning Signs
We always look for guns and drugs, but do
we know the myriad other things which
might be right under our noses and could
be used to injure huge numbers of people?

Interestingly enough, many of the largest
terrorist events are planned and organized
in remote or rural areas. Consider
domestic terrorists Ted Kaczynski
(Unabomber), Timothy McVeigh and Terry
Nichols (Oklahoma City), Eric Robert
Rudolph (Olympic Park and others), as well
as numerous "factions" likely to be out
there someplace today. Consider also the
fact that there is more and more
information indicating rural domestic links
to foreign-born terrorists infiltrating our
communities. What this means is that it is
entirely likely that your country cop will
rub shoulders with some of these folks at
some point, and if you work in these rural
areas you are already well aware that we
have our share of home grown anti
government people that are capable of this
type of activity.
In order for us to be good investigators as
well as tactically sound officers, we need to
minimize the amount of times in our career
that we say to ourselves, "Hmm I wonder
what is going on here?" The more
knowledge we put into our brains the less
time we spend looking at something and
have no idea what we are seeing. We are in
and out of homes on a regular basis for
noise complaints, barking dogs, and other

The use of explosives has been going on for
years, yet how many small agencies have
provided any training on these issues?
Another big city problem, right boss? I'm
not sure we'd want to know how many of
these domestic terrorists have driven into
some small town waving hello to the local
police right before they stop at the local
hardware store to purchase supplies for a
bomb meant to kill large numbers of people
in a major metropolitan area. It is
happening right now somewhere.
Plain and simple, there have been more
than enough incidents over the years that
should make some sort of explosives
training mandatory for all law enforcement.
A cop standing in a basement bomb factory
should know exactly what they are looking
at and which expert to call to deal with it.
Every cop should know the significance of
seeing some of the more common
ingredients of explosive laboratories such
as concentrated hydrogen peroxide,
ammonium nitrate, brake cleaner,
hexamine tablets (Esbyt), or camp stove
fuel, fuel oil, methyl-ethyl-ketone, acetone,
ammonium nitrate, large amounts of first
aid cold packs, and aluminum powder to
name a few.
What about walking into that garage to
find a table filled with coffee grinders,
maybe a blender, or hot plates and some
excessive venting? Maybe even a dust
mask and safety glasses hanging close by?
At the very least, we should have some red
flags going off. At best you can tell yourself
that you might be standing in a bomb
factory. Of course in rural America, where
you are dealing with some major
agricultural operations, there could be
shelves full of different chemicals, many of
which have totally legitimate uses—which

really is even more reason to have a
general idea of what we are looking at.
With all the information out there about
biological terrorism and weapons, how
many of us are trained to know what we
would be looking at if we were standing in
the middle of an amateur biology lab?
These labs are on the rise and many are
being utilized for legitimate experiments
and research; however they could easily be
used, or recruited to be used to produce
biological weapons. Do we know the red
flags that should go up if you see some
chemistry equipment? What about a home
that has laboratory safety equipment lying
around that seems out of place or
homemade science equipment?
Do you know the Anarchists Cookbook,
Uncle Fester's Silent Death, and other
related publications? What about the
significance of the precursors for biological
toxins, such as Castor Beans or other
related materials? Many of these people
communicate via the web for advice and
troubleshooting information is it time for
your investigators to go online and see how
many of these people are operating in your
jurisdiction? They are out there among us
right now; do you know where they are?
What about the rangers and fish and game
officers that could encounter dead animals
from an unwanted chemical release or
dump site from an experiment that didn't
work out as planned? We should have this
on our brain as we know that our public
lands tend to be the dumping grounds for
most illegal chemicals and substances or
possibly as a test site for one of these
weapons. We live in a far different world
these days and need eyes wide open.
We should be far more diligent in getting
positive identification from people, paying
attention to those addresses that seem to
have new faces every week or many visitors
from out of state. With the use of computer
records being what it is today there is no
excuse to have suspicious acting
"unknowns" roaming our communities.
Do Your Own Homework
This article is not even close to a training
session on explosives and terrorism, it is a
very complicated subject and I'm not the

guy to teach it. This article is meant to get
road officers, supervisors, and training
officers thinking about how they are going
to get the training on these very important
topics to their troops because it seems we
might be failing in that regard. I don't
think there is any expectation to make
every cop a bomb or biological warfare
expert; however there should be no excuse
for your average officer to be standing in a
laboratory that could very well be
designing weapons that could kill
hundreds or thousands of people and just
not know what they were looking at.
As cops I think we would love to hear
about some small town officer on a barking
dog call that took down a terrorist plot. The
barking dog is really an alarm system used
by a basement chemist with plans to kill
several people in a city far away, and
simply because that officer had their eyes
open, good training, and said to
themselves, "I know exactly what's going
on here," made good well and sure "it ain't
going on anymore!"
*The link to this article appeared in the
Homeland1 Newsletter of October 20, 2011.
-----------------------------------------------------------

Heed the call
In order to make the best purchases with
our limited available dollars, I look
especially to the instructors and
supervisors for recommendations and
feedback on materials for purchase. Any
resources that can help in your training
(books, DVDs, etc.) can be considered for
purchase. If something comes across your
desk that you feel would be an asset to your
teaching or assignments, please send it on
to me. Likewise, if I send out a request for
your input, please help by letting me know
what you think. You are the subject
specialists and are likely to know what will
be most beneficial.
---------------------------------------------------------

Brown Bag Lunch in the
Library
Thanks to those people who have come out
to participate in this program thus far. The

topics covered in the three previous
sessions included: Israeli intelligence; the
Jugaloos, a new gang that has been
identified; and E-mail etiquette.
The next “Brown Bag Lunch in the Library”
will be held on Friday, November 18 at
12:00 noon. At that time, Jennifer Beskid
will present her “Overview of Facebook.”
Watch your inbox for the invitations that
will soon arrive for this event.
If there’s anyone reading this who would
like to be involved as a presenter, please
contact me and we’ll put you on the
schedule. Remember…if you have a talent,
a passion, a skill that you would like to
share with our staff, we want you!
------------------------------------------------------

